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THANK YOU, DR. MITCHEM!

P A G E  1  

As Spring 2024 comes to a
close, we honor the ongoing

service and dedication of
Interim Chair, Dr.

Stephanie Mitchem. 



CAROL JONES CARLISLE AWARD

Dr. Na Sil Heo

DR. MARY BASKIN-WATERS
FACULTY SERVICE-LEARNING

AWARD

Dr. Hyunji Kwon 

DR. LYNN WEBER AWARD

Jayla Porcha

SPRING 2024
AWARD WINNERS
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AWARDS
CEREMONY
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The Arney Robinson Childs Award: 

Lanie Berrigan 
Presented by Dr. Dawn Campbell 

Harriet Hampton Faucette Award:

 Jessica Pomerantz “Intimate
Partner Violence Victims’ Lived

Experiences with Civil Legal
Intervention”

Presented by Dr. Suzanne Swan



AWARDS
CEREMONY

Dr. Mary Baskin- Waters Service
Learning Award: 

Dr. Hyunji Kwon
Presented by Dr. Mary Baskin-

Waters 

Dr. Lynn Weber Award: 

Jayla Porcha 
Presented by Dr. Stephanie Mitchem 
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STUDENT PODCAST:
WGST UNBOXED

P A G E  5  

A student-led podcast that works to centralize
the voices of women, examine contemporary
social phenomena, and engage in community.

Spotify

Soundcloud

RECENT EPISODES:
Episode 5: On Bodies and Book Bans
Students Sophie Conrad and Emma Laing interview Dr. Dianne Johnson-
Feelings (Children’s Literature Author and Professor), Jennifer Bartell
Boykin (Columbia Poet Laureate and HS Teacher), Heather McCue (Richland
Library), and Josh Malkin (SC ACLU) on pending legislation (H.4654 and
H.4701) that would ban selected books in K-12 spaces. Together, our
panelists and students analyze the relationship between banning books and
regulating targeted bodies, as well as its impact on students’ cognitive and
emotional development.

Episode 6: Fighting Disparities in Black Women’s Healthcare:
Cheryl’s Story
Students Jayla Porcha and Emma Galluccio interview Dr. Frances Ashe-
Goins, RN, MPH, FAAN, PhD (hon) - public health expert, health
administrator, policy analyst, health educator, and registered nurse on her
experience navigating systemic inequities in the medical field and as a
caregiver for her daughter Cheryl.

Episode 7: Anything You Can Do, I Can Do Bleeding:
Destigmatizing Menstruation
Students Olivia Tiseth and Jayla Porcha interview Dr. Suzanne Swan, Dr.
Kathryn Luchok, and student Thrisha Mote, President of No Periods Left
Behind. Together, they discuss common myths and taboos around
menstruation, period poverty as a public health crisis, period activism, and
menstruation from a global perspective.

Episode 8: The Voice of Choice: Exploring Reproductive Justice
Students Emma Galluccio and Jayla Porcha interview USC’s Dr. Kathleen
Broussard and Richland County Council Woman/Advocacy Programs
Manager for Planned Parenthood Allison Terracio. Together they discuss
the current state of Reproductive Justice and Reproductive Rights in
America. They examine how stigmas surrounding reproductive freedom
impact sexuality, and how concepts of reproduction have changed.



FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

P A G E  6  

Dr. Dawn campbell

Dr. Dawn Campbell has been accepted
into the Online Learning Consortium

Leadership Program,  a leading program
for leadership development within the

online teaching field!



Dr. Claire Jiménez

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

P A G E  7

Dr. Claire Jiménez has won the 2024
PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction for her novel
What Happened to Ruthy Ramirez .  This award

is America’s most prestigious peer-juried
literary prize.



FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
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Dr. agnes mueller

Dr. Agnes Mueller has been awarded
the Berlin Prize Fellowship of the
American Academy,  a highly
competitive residency awarded to
scholars, artists, writers, composers,
and journalists from the United
States. Dr. Mueller is the fellowship’s
first recipient from a public southern
institution. 

While completing her residency, she will be working on
“Holocaust Migration: The Future of Memory,”  which
explores new literature in which today’s young German-
based Jewish writers negotiate German–Jewish identity in
a country where Holocaust migration history is but one of
a variety of migration stories that shape their self-
understanding. Dr. Mueller considers this aspect against
the competing identifiers of secular Judaism, post-Soviet
heritage, new gender and race dynamics, and other
marginalized cultures, especially Muslim identities.

Read more about Dr. Mueller’s fellowship here.

https://www.americanacademy.de/the-2024-25-berlin-prize-fellows/


FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
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Dr. Marcia synnott

Dr. Marcia Synnott made
a presentation at the SC
African American
Heritage Commission
2024 Annual Conference.

Dr. Synnott, alongside Dr. Valinda Littlefield,
conducted the presentation “Demanding Space:
African American Women in South Carolina
During and After Reconstruction.”



FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
DR. DEBORAH BILLINGS 

Dr. Deborah Billings,  Abortion

Bans vs Abortion Access: Lessons

Learned Globally to Inform Local

Action, March 21, 2024. Invited

speaker: Spring 2024 Schott

Speaker Series, College of

Charleston (over 100 students and

faculty showed up!)

P A G E  1 0



FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
Dr. Loron Benton

Dr Loron Benton, hosted her
panel,  Embracing and Honing

Your Voice as an Emerging
Scholar in the Academy and
Beyond at the 2024 Faculty

Women of Color in the Academy
National Conference. 

Not only was her presentation selected from nearly a hundred submissions from
across the country and some outside the U.S., but her session more than full and

the insights that many in attendance, including Michele Bryan and myself,
among many women of color faculty across rank and disciplines from

Neuroscience to Physics, Fashion, Engineering and nearly every fields with
ranks from college presidents to deans, VPs, chairs, directors, and independent

scholars. The presentation on voice was stellar, and so many gained insights that
they were able to take back to their universities. Loron’s session was entitled

“Embracing and Honing Your Voice as an Emerging Scholar in the Academy and
Beyond” at a conference in which our opening keynote was “the” Cherrie

Moraga. For an early career scholar to have represented USC at this level is truly
an accomplishment, and I want to share the significance of this as one who has

been attending FWCA for more than a decade now.

-Dr. April C.E. Langley, 
Chair of African American Studies  P A G E  1 1



FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
Dr. Hyunji Kwon 

Hyunji Kwon, Associate Professor of
Art Education in the School of Visual
Art and Design and affiliate faculty in

Women’s and Gender Studies, co-
facilitated a 2-hour-long panel talk

titled, “Disrupting and Stopping
Sexual and Power Based Violence

Through the Arts,” with Linda
Hoeptner Poling at Kent State

University.

The event was part of a series of the National Art Education
Association (NAEA) Coalition for Feminisms in Art Education (CFAE)

Interest Group’s “50 Actions for 50 Years” anniversary events. A group
of artists, educators, and scholars in various space – such as quilts,

narratives, art exhibitions, and higher education – shared their
powerful work to support survivors and deconstruct sexual and

power-based violence. Two USC personnel were the panelists,
including Kirsten Delanie from SAVIP at USC and Albina Laskovtsov, a

PhD student in Criminal Justice whose dissertation is about image-
based sexual violence. P A G E  1 2



Hyunji Kwon also organized the
exhibition and installation titled,
What Were You Wearing? in the

Passage Gallery at McMaster
College (March 25 – April 5, 2024)

and on the 2nd floor of Russell
House (April 8 – April 12, 2024).

Inspired by Dr. Mary Simmerling’s
poem titled, “What I Was Wearing”

(2005) about her experience of
sexual assault that occurred in 1987,

Jen Brockman and Dr. Mary
Wyandt-Hiebert, held the

exhibition, “What Were You
Wearing” at the University of

Arkansas in 2014. Ever since, many
advocates have repeated the show

with variations.
All outfits displayed were either

donated by survivors or re-created
based on anonymous testimonies
regarding experiences of sexual

assault submitted by USC
personnel, detailing what they were
wearing at the time and challenging
the idea that provocative clothing is

the cause of sexual assault.
P A G E  1 3



FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

Dr. Deborah Billings  in Journal of Midwifery
and Women’s Health

“The Effect of Centering Pregnancy Group
Antenatal Care on Maternal, Birth, and
Neonatal Outcomes Among Low-Risk
Women in the Netherlands”
Read article here:

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/J
C5IYQQUXHCRWIQPKGQD?
target=10.1111/jmwh.13582  

Dr. Atticus Wolfe in Feminist Pedagogy for a 
co-edited special issue

“Graduate Student Pedagogy: Feminist
Approaches to Graduate Level Instruction
and Mentorship”
Read article here:

https://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu/fe
ministpedagogy/vol4/iss4/

P A G E  1 4

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/JC5IYQQUXHCRWIQPKGQD?target=10.1111/jmwh.13582
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/JC5IYQQUXHCRWIQPKGQD?target=10.1111/jmwh.13582
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/JC5IYQQUXHCRWIQPKGQD?target=10.1111/jmwh.13582


FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

Dr. Jaclyn Wong  in Gender & Society
“The Myth of Mutuality: Decision-Making,
Marital Power, and the Persistence of
Gender Inequality”
Read article here:

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.11
77/08912432241230555 

Read article here:
https://societytoday.org/behind-
closed-doors-the-truth-about-power-
and-decision-making-in-couples/

Dr. Atticus Wolfe in College Teaching
“Creating, Sustaining, and Adapting
Accessibility in Higher Education: Lessons
From COVID-19 and Beyond”
Read article here:

https://doi.org/10.1080/87567555.2024.2
327075

P A G E  1 5



FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

Dr. Deborah Billings in Social Work in Public Health
 “Courtesy Stigma and HIV Professionals: A Brief Review of
Implications for Psychosocial and Professional Well-Being” 

Read the article here: 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19371918.2024.
2325566 
The Effect of CenteringPregnancy Group Antenatal Care on
Maternal, Birth, and Neonatal Outcomes Among Low-Risk
Women in the Netherlands: A Stepped-Wedge Cluster
Randomized Trial

Read the article here:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jmwh.13582 
 “Impacts and Outcomes of a Hospital-based Violence
Intervention Program in Columbia, SC”  

 
Dr. Emily Mann and Dr. Kathleen Broussard 
in Frontiers in Public Health 

“U.S. college students’ perspectives on contraception
and abortion post-Dobbs: the influence of
socioeconomic privilege and gender inequity”

Read the article here: 
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-
health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2023.1274154/full

P A G E  1 6

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19371918.2024.2325566
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19371918.2024.2325566
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19371918.2024.2325566
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2023.1274154/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2023.1274154/full


FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

Dr. Kathleen Broussard in
        Journal of Health and Social Behavior 

“Strategic (Non)Disclosure: Activation and Avoidance of Social Ties
among Women Seeking Abortion”
read the article here:
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00221465231215783

       Contraception 

“How TikTok is being used to talk about abortion post-Roe: A content
analysis of the most liked abortion TikToks”
read the article here:
https://www.contraceptionjournal.org/article/S0010-7824(24)00030-
1/fulltext

       Qualitative Sociology 

“Sociology from a Distance: Remote Interviews and Feminist Methods”
read the article here: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11133-
024-09556-y#citeas

Dr. Suzanne Swan in UofSC Rice School of Law Report 
“USC report on protective orders highlights ways to address
domestic violence”

Read the article here: 
https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/law/about/news/20
24/usc_report_on_protective_orders_highlights_ways_to_add
ress_domestic_violence.php

P A G E  1 7

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00221465231215783
https://www.contraceptionjournal.org/article/S0010-7824(24)00030-1/fulltext
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FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

Dr. Emily Mann in 
Social Science & Medicine
“The Biomedicalization of Pregnancy Prevention, Neoliberal
Feminism, and College Women’s Experiences of the Contraceptive
Paradox.”

Read the article here: 10.1016/j.socscimed.2024.116825 

Journal of Pediatric and Adolescent Gynecology 
 “‘It Means Being Safe, Having Power over One’s Body’: Black Female
Adolescent Experiences with Reproductive Health Counseling in
Primary Care.”

Read the article here:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpag.2024.01.165 

Qualitative Report 
“Your Brain Isn’t All Backwards”: Asexual Young Women’s
Narratives of Sexual Healthism” 

Read the  article here: https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-
3715/2024.5116 
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http://10.0.3.248/j.socscimed.2024.116825.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpag.2024.01.165
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpag.2024.01.165
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5116&context=tqr
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5116&context=tqr
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2024.5116.
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2024.5116.
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2024.5116.


STUDENT & FACULTY KUDOS 

“Dr. Stephanie Mitchem was selected as one of the finalists
for the coveted Zenobia Lawrence Hikes Award. It is an

award that is heavily vetted and only the most stellar are
even selected as finalists. Of course, there can only be one

winner, and although Stephanie did not we, this nomination
places here among the best. Wow! What a rep for WGST, CAS,

and USC.”
-Dr. April C.E. Langley, Chair of African American Studies 

Dr. Ed Madden's debut play, Ark, received a staged reading
directed by Chad Henderson on March 30 at the Columbia

Music Festival Association. This production was made
possible by support from the SC Arts Commission. I have

been accepted for two artist's residencies later this year-- a
week-long writing residency at the Desert Rat Poetry
Residency in Palm Desert, California, and a two-week

residency at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre, Annaghmakerrig, in
Monaghan, Ireland.

P A G E  1 9



STUDENT & FACULTY KUDOS 

“The mural with the woman on it was taken on
Dec. 21, 2023 located on 209 Calle San Miguel San
Juan, PR. The mural is located on the outskirts of

the condado in Puerto Rico. 
I believe the mural has to do with debate about

Puerto Rico becoming a state or separating. 
Many Puerto Ricans feel they do not have a voice.

What you do not see in which the mural states,
"Policia Unete". This translates to police join.

I could not find any information on the piece on
the Internet, but I assume the woman represents

liberty and peoples' rights being silenced.” 

WGST senior, Sarah Arroyo traveled to Puerto Rico this past
year and found herself mesmerized by local political artwork. 

“The second mural is a small piece of
larger mural. This mural is a famous
political Puerto Rican mural, it is no

longer in the condition in which they
repainted it in 2016. 

The segment is from the famous
Puerto Rican flag mural located on 51
Calle San Jose in Viejo San Juan, PR.”

“I took these pictures because they spoke to me.” Sarah Arroyo 

P A G E  2 0



STUDENT & FACULTY KUDOS 

Dr. Lisa Johnson served as WGS South 2024 Conference
Chair and hosted the conference on Care Feminisms, Crip

Futures at USC Upstate this spring. Using two pre-
conference events to build community among feminist

disability studies scholars in the region, Dr. Johnson
launched a new Disability Caucus in WGS South. Her special

issue of the Journal of Literary and Cultural Disability
Studies -- Cripistemologies Now (co-edited with Robert

McRuer) -- is forthcoming in May. 

P A G E  2 1



CONGRATULATIONS,
SPRING 2024 GRADUATES!
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Kenny Coronel

Cassidy Koon

Danielle Murray

Spencer Twiddy

Emma Wilkie



CONGRATULATIONS,
SPRING 2024 GRADUATES!

From left to right: Emma Wilkie, Spencer Twiddy, Danielle
Murray, Cassidy Koon, & Kenny Coronel 

P A G E  2 3  



2024 AWARD CEREMONY
RECEPTION! 



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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Tristan Johnson, a recent Political
Science and Women’s & Gender Studies
graduate, worked with the League of
Women Voters as an intern for the
VOTE411 Committee of the Columbia
Area League. Tristan wrote the following
reflection about her experience:

Tristan JOhnson

This semester I have had the privilege of working under Keller Barron and
Gloria Prevost as the intern for the VOTE411 Committee of the Columbia
Area League, and the pleasure of working with so many hard-working
and dedicated individuals throughout the entire LWVCA. Going into this
internship, I was somewhat unsure of what my role might look like and
what tasks I might be able to accomplish. Coming out of it, I am able to
look back on the countless range of experiences I have been a part of;
taking me behind the scenes in our electoral process, witnessing the
power of a volunteer-based organization, and growing my confidence as a
person, volunteer, and citizen.

Overall, through this work I have learned a lot about how volunteer-based
organizations are operated. The answer to that is through a lot of hard
work by a lot of good people. I am consistently impressed by the
dedication of the individuals that keep all this running. If I choose to work
with a volunteer-based organization in the future, I know just how much
that work will be appreciated, and anyone considering volunteering
should too.

(Continued)



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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Tristan JOhnson

To name a few of my memorable experiences, I have had the opportunity
to explore state and local League archives, visit the Lexington County
Board of Elections, and work to compile information for a Directory of
Municipalities and School Boards for Lexington and Richland Counties. I
have developed my professional skills in using Canva, Microsoft Word,
taking meeting minutes, and working in a team/committee setting
where a lot of outspoken voices are present. I have been consistently
pushed out of my comfort zone and have been constantly gaining insight
into League operations, particularly from Susan Cirulli, who has been a
crucial resource for me throughout my internship. I have also been
working with Susan on the publicity subcommittee, where I have been
able to help work on business
cards, bookmarks, billboards, and bus ad designs. Additionally, I have had
the opportunity to go beyond the VOTE411 Committee and work with the
Voter Participation Committee to create flyers and infographics for
outreach to local high schools.

That project began from my first-ever Public Policy Luncheon, where I
was approached by Sharon Ayling and asked if I would be willing to help
them. That experience alone exemplifies the welcoming and collaborative
atmosphere I have been a part of throughout my entire time with the
League. Being a part of the WGST program has been a similar experience
and has taught me to ask more questions and to set inclusive precedents,
even in areas where they may not often be seen or expected. Particularly
as a young person with a non-traditional appearance I think that my
experience with the League can set the precedent that anyone and
everyone is welcome in our fight to defend democracy and empower
voters.



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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Samantha Moser, who completed
a WGST graduate certificate and
received the Harriott Hampton
Faucette Award, successfully
defended her dissertation and
will graduate on May 4 with her
PhD in Sociology.

Dr. samantha moser

She conducted an interview study of how young,
different-gender couples navigate student loan debt
repayment together. She found that the emotional and
logistical burdens of paying back student debt often fell
to women - even if men brought those debts to the
relationship in the first place. 



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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Ivery Leonard

“Design, music, poetry, sculpting, weaving, these are only a
few examples of the range of art. It can be used to heal our
inner scars and bruises. This is what I have learned over this
journey of my internship. I am the intern for the Women’s
Well Being Initiative of USC. I’ve had the privilege of working
with the USC staff and WWBI director, Dr. Olga Ivashkevich.

Undergraduate student, Ivery
Leonard, completed her internship

with the Women’s Wellbeing
Initiative under the leadership of 

Dr. Olga Ivashkevich. 

Initially, going into this internship I was excited at the thought of it. But I was very
nervous about the responsibility that I was being bestowed. Dr. Ivanksvich, and
facilitators, Dr. Christina Xan and Maggie Moskal were the perfect and prime examples
of the program and its mission. Because of their passion and commitment, I was driven
harder to be a part of this initiative. I had the amazing opportunity to spend my
Saturdays with adolescent girls, of the ages 12-19. Being able to add on to the lessons that
could help with developing healthy and positive relationships using art. 
I thought I would be the one to drop knowledge or past experiences considering I have
been at that age. However, I learned more from this program and the group of girls
more than they realized. I was able to take the same lessons and apply that to myself.
Talking to the young ladies also helped me reanalyze and reflect on my inner self. I tend
to be shy, but this internship gave me the opportunity to not only unravel my shell but
to also make connections. Being a transfer student and major change, it has been
excruciatingly hard to be noticed or familiarize myself in the department. In March, two
public events were hosted by USC WGST and Mike Brown Contemporary Art Gallery
gave me those chances. 
The Art gallery was pervaded with cultivated pieces of art anonymously from the
program. The pieces sparked conversations amongst the community of Columbia,
artists, USC faculty, staff, and students and I. Overall, confidence in myself has been
boosted because of this internship. Being in spaces that allowed me to learn, create and
grow was something I had not imagined but am truly grateful for. “



DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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The department has received two course
development grants from the McCausland
Innovation Fund. This fund is designed to
inspire bold, creative, and groundbreaking
advances in the College of Arts and
Sciences!

Thanks to the Mellon Grant, the department will
host the inaugural South Carolina Women’s and
Gender Studies Undergraduate Summer Institute
this May 19-23. Speakers, activists, and students
from across the state of South Carolina will be in
attendance.



DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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We continue to mourn the loss of former
WGST director Dr. Lynn Weber. Her time

as director shaped the intersectional and
community engagement aspects of the

program which remain central to its
mission. $23,475 has been raised towards

the goal of $25,000 for endowment.

 Donations to the Dr. Lynn Weber
Endowed Scholarship be made online at:
https://donate.sc.edu/LynnWeberFund

DR. LYNN WEBER MEMORIAL FUND 

The Department of Women's and
Gender Studies is establishing a
graduate student scholarship to

honor the legacy of Dr. Drue Barker.
To support this endeavor, please
donate to the Women's Studies

Endowment Fund with a note that
the donation is in Drue's memory.

Donations can be made at
bit.ly/druedonation

DR. DRUE BARKER MEMORIAL FUND

https://donate.sc.edu/direct-your-gift?fund=b322d816-3f49-49da-8c76-4ab0aa70ed5f
http://bit.ly/druedonation


SPRING 2024 SNAPSHOTS
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Graduate Student Confrence 



SPRING 2024 SNAPSHOTS
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Women's Well-Being Initiative
Exhibition: Healing Scars and Bruises 



SPRING 2024 SNAPSHOTS
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Frances Ashe Goins Lecture 



SPRING 2024 SNAPSHOTS
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“What Were You Wearing?” Exhibition 

Spring Recruitment



SPRING 2024 SNAPSHOTS

P A G E  3 5

7th Annual Dr. Mary Baskin-Waters
Lecture with Speaker 

Dr. Vanessa Northington Gamble



COMMUNITY EVENTS
& PARTNERSHIPS
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COMMUNITY PARTNER,
TAYLER SIMON, IS SET
TO OPEN COLUMBIA’S

FIRST BOOKSTORE
CENTERED ON DIVERSE

VOICES AND
EMPOWERMENT

“I am thrilled to announce the grand opening of
Liberation is Lit! Liberation is Lit is more than just a

bookstore - it's a vibrant hub for books, community, and
social change. Located at 2769 Rosewood Drive,

Columbia, SC 29205, our bookstore is dedicated to
promoting diverse voices and empowering

marginalized communities through the power of
storytelling.

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT TAYLER? 
CHECK OUT THIS ARTICLE IN THE SC VOYAGER. 

https://southcarolinavoyager.com/interview/hidden-gems-meet-tayler-simon-of-liberation-is-lit/


Community Poetry Reading to
Celebrate 50 years of WGST!   

Columbia’s PoetLaureate: Jennifer Bartell Boykin
hosted a community poetry reading on April 11 to

celebrate 50 years of WGST. Other poets in
attendance included: Evelyn Berry, Ann

Humphries, and Willie Lee Kinard III. P A G E  3 7



Evelyn Berry's debut poetry collection, Grief Slut, is an
examination of the queer lineage of pleasure, grief, and

resilience in the American South. Berry offers a portrait of a
girl living through boyhood and grappling with the violence of

nostalgia in poems that blend high art, archival slivers, and
Taco Bell. This collection invites us into a landscape home to
sloppy kissers, swamp suitors, scrappy “limbwrecked boys,”

and drag queens drenched in glitter sweat, where “each day is
trespass” and queer youth fight to “hear one another breathe

just a little while longer."

Willie Kinard III’s latest poetry collection:
A  love letter to the fever of fleeting relationships,
Orders of Service captures the romantic & psychic

quotidian of the bible belt for black queer folk.
Complicating pastoral traditions with millennial

superstition & old-school insight, this gospel fugue
bends language in the backwoods of faith & desire in

four movements, fully giving the dark work.

Those who follow this blog know well my experience with
rejection. It’s a long and storied one. Rejection and revision are

not sexy. The despair, the doubt, the decision to continue despite
it all…

But here we are: Traveling Mercy‘s publication date was
November 23, 2023.

You can now hold it in your hands. You can come with me to
Bluefield to listen to Ms. Goldie, Ms. G, and Ms. Blanche tell their

stories. You can time travel with me through history on a ferry
boat crossing Lynches River in Johnsonville or to the Kingstree

Courthouse where my parents were married. You will travel with
me even through the grief of losing my parents and what it means

to be a Black woman living in the rural American South.
Traveling Mercy is available for purchase through the small,

independent Finishing Line Press. You can also order it on
Amazon or Barnes & Noble.

Help me spread the word about this book. Ask your local
libraries and bookstores to stock it.

And hopefully, one day soon, I will travel to a city near you to
share some poems.
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SPRING 2024 COURSE
SPOTLIGHT 

Dr. Carol Harrison’s  WGST 398 course focused on the history
of Women’s and Gender Studies at USC. Students’ final

projects included research around gender-based violence,
wage gaps, and women in sports. 
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WGST 499
A semester-long internship and course  that addresses a community

organization's needs and allowing the student to explore an aspect of the
community related to Women's and Gender Studies issues!
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FALL 2024 COURSES
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Dr. Christine Sixta Rinehart
 

WGST 796/
ARTS 790 /POLI 797

Service Learning and Social
Justice: The Art of Grant

Writing

Fall 2024

Tues/Thurs
4:25 PM - 5:40 PM

This course provides an
introduction to grant writing and

grant administration. It is designed
for students in various disciplines
who want to understand the grant

process from the introductory
stages to the final stages of
implementing the grant. 

Questions? Contact
Dr. Sixta Rinehart

SIXTA@mailbox.sc.edu

Beginners in grant writing
and those who already

have some grant writing
experience are welcome. 



CONNECT WITH US
ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
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@UOFSCWGST

@UOFSCWGST

FACEBOOK.COM/WGSTUOFSC

TINYURL.COM/28WVN28X

TINYURL.COM/BDFXU6UX

https://open.spotify.com/show/3VG2TtFKFZdc37ZSAgqr7h
https://www.facebook.com/wgstuofsc
https://www.instagram.com/uofscwgst/
https://twitter.com/uofscwgst
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1ywgWtMOYSDq0I_Ok4X8NA


CLOSING STATEMENT
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“If we want a beloved
community, we must

stand for justice.”

-bell hooks


