Justification for Supplemental Funding
(This document is limited to three pages. 
The provided template is formatted with headers, font size, and margins.)
I. Overview
We are requesting funding for (one/two) undergraduate students to participate in the NSF funded project “Title of NSF award” (NSF Award #) at the University of South Carolina. This project aims at (provide overview of the research – typically this is the first paragraph).
One/Two undergraduate students will participate in this research project over a period of (#) weeks during the Academic Year (dates)/Summer (2027). The undergraduate student(s) will be involved in (state the proposed work they will be involved in for their experience). 

II. Student’s Involvement in the Research Project 
This section should be a student-centered description for each prospective REU student. It should show that the work is substantive, feasible within the stated REU timeframe, and supported by appropriate mentoring. For two students, give each person a distinct role rather than describing them collectively. If there is some flexibility in the second student’s assignment, frame it as a defined alternative project based on the student’s preparation and interests, with clear tasks and outcomes for either pathway.

Guiding questions to consider for this section:
1. Who is the student/students and what is the planned appointment? (Such as how many student are requested, what is the anticipated research period, and if the students have not yet been selected, what qualifications, academic backgrounds, or interests will be sought?)
2. What specific research question or project will the student address? (What larger funded project objective does this work support, what focused/managed research problem will the student investigate, why is this component appropriate for an undergraduate researcher?)
3. What will the student actually do? (What are the major tasks, experiments, analyses, field activities, simulations, literature reviews, or data-management responsibilities, what are the methods, instruments, software, datasets, or protocols that the student will use, what will the student be responsible for independently after training?)
4. What skills and knowledge will the student gain? (Technical skills, broader research skills, how does the experience connect classroom learning to real research?)
5. What are the expected deliverables and learning outcomes? (What are the tangible projects that the student will produce, what will the student be able to do or explain by the end of the REU period, how will the PI/team assess progress?)
6. How will the student share the work? (Will the student present at lab meetings/ REU symposium/ student research symposium on campus/ or an academic conference, will the student prepare a poster/oral presentation/written report/or contribute to a manuscript, how will the student receive feedback on those products?)
7. How does the experience support longer-term development? (Will this work help the student explore graduate school/research careers/STEM pathways, what exposure will student have to research careers/graduate students/professional societies/graduate education, how will recruitment broaden access to research opportunities for students who have had limited prior access?)

III. Experience of the PI in Mentoring Undergraduate Students
Include # of undergraduate students you have mentored and are currently mentoring. Include any previous REU supplement support and the outcomes from that support. It is also advantageous to include if you have supported undergraduate students through USC Magellan Scholarships, Journey, ASPIRE, or other internal or fellowship type awards. 

IV. Description of the Mentoring Students Will Receive
What is the mentoring and supervision plan? (Who will be supervising the student day-to-day, what role will the PI/graduate students/postdocs/staff and/or collaborators play, how often will the student meet with the research team, and how will the team scaffold more advanced work or address challenges?)

V. Process and Criteria for Recruiting Students
Encouraged to include this statement: All students funded as part of this REU supplement project are/will be US citizens or permanent residents that are enrolled in a degree program leading to an associate or baccalaureate degree. 
· If the student is identified at the time of the request, the student’s biographical sketch must be included in the request (two pages max, any format, and uploaded under the Other Supplementary Documents section of the Research.gov application). – State that this biosketch is included under the Other Supplementary Documents section. 
· If the student is not identified at the time of request, the PI must include a brief description of the recruitment/selection process. 


